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BERETTA Joseph 
Delegate to Energies, Technologies  

and Automotive Emissions 
PSA Peugeot Citroën 

Until 1993, Joseph Beretta 
ensured many responsibilities 
in the field of Electric Drive and 
Power Electronic among large 
industrials companies (Moteur 
Leroy-Somer, Masterdrive, Le 

Carbone Lorraine…). From 1994 to 1998, he 
was in charge of the “Electric-powered 
vehicles” department at PSA Peugeot Citroën. 
Since 2006, he is delegated to energies, 
technologies and automotive emissions, in 
order to define in this field the technical group 
positions. He is a European expert for energy 
program and a French expert for evaluation of 
French research programs. Furthermore, he is 
Vice-President of AVERE Europe (association 
des véhicules routiers électriques) and Vice-
president of AFGNV (Association Française du 
Gaz Naturel Véhicule). 
 
 
BEULIN Xavier 

President  
Sofiproteol 

Xavier Beulin is a Farmer in 
Loiret, cultivating cereals, 
oilseed and protein plants. 
Since 1999, he is the President 
of the Federation of French 
Producers of oilseed and 

protein-rich crops, which represents 150,000 
French producers. In 2000, he became 
President of Sofiproteol the protein crop and 
oilseed sector financial corporation which 
provides appropriate financial and industrial 
resources to the sector. He is also Vice-
President of Cetiom (Interprofessional technical 
center for domestic French oilseeds), a 
technical research and development 
organization serving French oilseed producers, 
and President of European oilseed alliance. 
 

 

BRUNEL Sylvie 
Geographer,  

Professor at Paris IV-Sorbonne 
After having held positions in 
relief agencies such as 
Médecins sans Frontières and 
Action contre la Faim, and 
being member of the UN Panel 
of high-level personalities on 

African development – created by the UN 
Secretary-General M. Boutros Ghali – Sylvie 
Brunel became Knight of French Legion of 
Honour in 2002. She has been a Teacher at the 
Institut d’Etudes politiques of Paris, and a 
University Professor of geography and 
geopolitics at the Université Paul Valéry, and 
at la Sorbonne since 2007, where she is 
Director of the Master ‘Globalisation and 
Sustainable Development’. She is a Board 
Member of FARM (Foundation for world 
agriculture and rural life). She get published 
for many articles and books, and notably 
“Nourrir le monde, vaincre la faim” in 2009. 
 
 
BENITEZ-SALAS Maria Angeles  

Director  
for Sustainability and quality  

of agriculture and rural development  
DG AGRI, European Commission 

María de los Angeles Benítez Salas is working 
at the European commission since 1986. She 
was a Member of the cabinet of Commissioner 
Abel Matutes, and then became Counsellor in 
the delegation of the European commission in 
Argentina. She headed the Unit in charge of 
control of fisheries of the DG FISH. She is 
currently working at the DG AGRI since 2006 
as Director for Communication and 
Interinstitutionnal Relations, from 2006 to 
2008, and as Director for Sustainability and 
quality of agriculture and rural development 
since 2008. 
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CRUCIANI Michel 
Senior Adviser, University Paris-Dauphine - 

CGEMP 

Graduated from the Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure des Arts et 
Métiers, Michel Cruciani began 
his career at EDF/GDF. After 
being appointed director, he 
was elected as a CFDT trade 

union representative; he becomes Deputy 
Secretary General of the gas and electricity CFDT 
federation where he is in charge of the European 
and environmental issues. At the end of his 
mandate, he returned to EDF and he dealt with 
Community policy and European Affairs. Since 
2007, he is attached to the Centre de 
Géopolitique de l'Energie et des Matières 
Premières (CGEMP) which is part of Paris 
Dauphine University. He is also an independent 
consultant. 
 
 
FISCHER Claude 

President  
Confrontations Europe  

A graduate of the College of 
Political Science at the Sorbonne, 
and trained as a Teacher, Claude 
Fischer was an Activist for 20 
years in Lorraine. Elected by the 
town of Pont-à-Mousson, she 

directed the Federation of Meurthe et Moselle 
of the French Communist Party from 1987 to 
1991. She has been Member of the Sponsorship 
committeee of Confrontations Europe since its 
creation in 1992, and took over responsibility of 
the presidency starting May 6th, 2009. She leads 
the group InduServices, organizes European 
Initiatives, and develops the organization’s 
network in new member-states and candidate 
countries. As Manager of the ASCPE, a research 
organization’s network which holds seminars on 
Europe, she organizes the annual Entretiens 
Européens on the management of nuclear waste. 
Claude was made Knight of the National Order of 
Merit on 2006, and will be made Knight of the 
French Legion of Honour on next April 2010. 

FISCHER Hervé 
Managing Director  

ASCPE - Les Entretiens européens 
Graduated from the National 
School of Engineer of Metz and 
from the Institute of Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure des Arts et 
Métiers of Chambéry, Hervé Fischer 

worked during 12 years in service societies, on 

air treatment installations, classified facilities for 
environmental protection, and technological and 
sanitary risks associated to industrial activities 
involving a high impact on the environment. He 
has been an Engineer - Counsellor at ACI 
Environnement since 2000. He is currently 
Managing Director of ASCPE, a research 
organisation that holds seminars on Europe, and 
manages Les Entretiens Européens. As a specialist 
of environmental concerns, he moderates the 
group ‘Energy-Climate’ of Confrontations Europe. 

 
 
GALKO Elodie 

Technical Counsellor  
Sustainable Development and Climate Change  

French Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fishery 
Elodie Galko is an Engineer of the 
GREF (Rural engineering of water 
and forests). After graduating in 
Economy of the Environment 
and of Natural Resources, at the 
Ecole Polytechnique, she wrote a 

PhD thesis in Economy about the consequences 
of climate change on European agriculture. From 
2003 to 2009, she taught Environmental 
Economy at INAPG/Agro-Paris-Tech. In 2005, she 
participated to the working group ‘Agriculture 
and domestic projects’ coordinated by the 
Société des Agriculteurs de France and la Caisse 
des Dépôts. Since 2007, she has been working at 
the Ministry of Economy, Industry and 
Employment as Assistant of the Head of Unit 
‘Environment, Agriculture’, then at the Ministry 
of Food, Agriculture and Fishery, as counsellor 
for sustainable development and climate change. 
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GAROFALO Raffaello 
Secretary General 

European Biodiesel Board 
After graduating in Politics at the 
Institut d’Etudes Politiques in 
Paris, in 1997, he was admitted 
as a foreign student at the French 
9ŎƻƭŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘΩ!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
(ENA). He obtained a Master’s 

Degree on European Administrative Studies at 
the College of Europe in Bruges in 1998. Mr 
Garofalo was appointed Secretary General of the 
European Biodiesel Board (EBB) in May 2002. 
Previously he worked for four years within 
FEDIOL, the European Federation of Vegetable 
Oils Producers, dealing among others, with non-
food uses of vegetable oils, which include bio-
lubricants, bio-solvents and of course, biodiesel. 
In 1998 he worked temporarily in the European 
Commission (DG Agriculture) as well as within the 
Research Directorate of the European Parliament. 
  
 
 

HERZOG Philippe 
President Founder  

Confrontations Europe 
Formerly a student of l’Ecole 
Polytechnique, Philippe Herzog 
started his career as an 
administrator at the French 
National Institute for Statistics 
and Economic Studies. He is also a 

Professor of economics, and taught at l’Université 
de Paris-X Nanterre from 1973 to 2003. He was 
Member of the National Office of the French 
Communist Party from 1979 to 1996. He pursues 
his political activities without partisan affiliation. 
He has been Member of the Council of Economic 
Analysis since 1997. Serving as a European 
Member of Parliament from 1989 to 2004, he was 
Chairman of the committee on External Economic 
relations, and Vice-Chairman of the Committee of 
Economic and Monetary Affairs. He was Reporter 
of the European Parliament on the issue of the 
service of the General interest. He is the new 
proposed special adviser of the European 
Commissioner for Internal Market and Services. 

HODSON Paul  
Deputy Head of Unit Regulatory policy & 

Promotion of renewable energy 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5D Energy 

Paul Hodson began his career 
in the Inner Cities Unit of the 
UK's National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations and 
has a degree in history from 
Cambridge University. He has 

worked for what was until last February the 
Energy and Transport Directorate-General of 
the European Commission since 1995. He is 
Responsible for biofuels policy and for the 
proposed Renewable Energy Directive adopted 
in 2009. He has also worked on public service 
obligations in Public transport and in 
communications. Before joining the 
Commission, he was Head of Transport policy 
at Manchester City Council and Transport 
policy Manager at Reading Borough Council.  

 
 

LEINEN Jo 
Chairman  

Committee Environment,  
Public Health and Food Safety 

European Parliament 
After finishing his studies in Law 
and being graduated of the 
College of Europe, Jo Leinen 
became an Advocate in Fribourg 
in 1977. He was the European 
affairs Secretary of the SPD youth 

organisation from 1977 to 1979. He became Vice-
President of the European Environmental Bureau, 
Brussels, from 1979 to 1984. In 1985, he got the 
German Environment Foundation Prize, and was 
nominated Minister of the Environment of 
Saarland until 1994. He is the President of the 
Union of European Federalists and the Vice-
President of the International European 
Movement. He has been a Member of the 
European Parliament since 1999, and is currently 

Chairman of the Committee Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety.  
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LE MAIRE Bruno 
French Minister  

for Food, Agriculture and Fishery 
Bruno Le Maire studied at the 
École Normale Supérieure and at 
Sciences Po, France's academic 
institution for Political science, 
before graduating from the 
École Nationale d'Administration 

(ENA). After that, he was appointed to the 
Strategic Direction of the Ministry of External 
Affairs before joining various ministerial cabinets. 
In June 2007, he was elected Member of the 
Parliament for the first constituency of Eure, 
prior to become Member of the Evreux 
Municipal Council in 2008. He then became local 
Secretary of the UMP of Eure. In December 2008, 
he was nominated State Responsible for 
European Affairs. Since 2009, he has been the 
French Minister for Food, Agriculture and 
Fishery. 
 
 
McCORMICK Nadine 

Energy Network Coordinator 
IUCN 

Nadine McCormick holds a 
Masters Degree in Environment 
and Development and a BSc in 
International Management and 
French. She is a Founding 
Member of the internal My 

Green IUCN initiative. She joined IUCN as an 
Intern in 2005. She has previously volunteered 
with Azafady, an NGO based in Madagascar, and 
has worked as an financial Controller at Alstom 
Transmission and Distribution in Paris and at 
Accenture in Leeds, UK. Since January 2007, 
Nadine McCormick has been the network 
Coordinator for IUCN’s work on energy and acts 
as focal point for a range of energy issues, 
including bioenergy. Nadine coordinates a range 
of projects within IUCN that aim to manage the 
impacts of different energy options on 
biodiversity, as well as illustrate how ecosystems 
can provide sustainable energy futures.  
 

PETERSEN Jan-Erik  
Head of Group  

ŦƻǊ ΨƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΩ  
European Environment Agency 

Jan-Erik Petersen developed an 
interest in the links between 
agriculture and the environment 
during his studies in biology, 
agro-ecology, public law, and 
through his PhD in political 

science. Then, he worked as a research fellow at 
the Institute for European Environmental Policy 
(IEEP), looking at EU agriculture and rural 
development policy. Since 2001 he has been 
working at the European Environment Agency 
(EEA), first as a project manager responsible for 
the area of agriculture and environment, and 
now as the head of group for ‘major integrated 
assessments’. He continues to guide EEA analysis 
on the environmental impacts of bioenergy 
production, including global indirect effects. 
 
 
 

POUZET André 
General Manager  

CETIOM 
André Pouzet is a Qualified 
Engineer in Agronomy form INA 
(the National institute of 
Agronomy), and holds a Master 
degree in Business 
Administration from the Institut 

ŘΩ!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ of Paris. He is an 
Expert of Crop management, Cropping systems 
and Oilseeds, and a Member of the Scientific 
advisory Board of INRA. From 1987 to 1991, he 
was the Head of Scientific Department in 
CETIOM (Centre Technique Interprofessionnel 
des Oléagineux Métropolitains), which is an 
applied research centre for oilseed crops in 
France. Since 1991, he has been the General 
Manager of the company. He essentially focuses 
on agronomic research, project management 
and networks (national and international) 
management. 
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TILLOUS-BORDE Philippe  
Managing Director  

Sofiproteol 
Philippe Tillous-Borde is an 
Agronomy Engineer. He created 
Sofiproteol, the financial and 
industrial establishment for the 
development of PROLEA, the 
oilseed and protein-rich crops 

sector. Through this company, he created on 
innovative kind of capitalism, taking into 
account all the sector stakeholders 
(shareholders and operators). Since 15 years, he 
has been working on the investment funds, 
industrial activities, and financial market 
activities management of the company. 
Sofiproteol currently represents a six billiard of 
euro turnover and about 6 000 employees in 
France and through Europe. He entered the 
Attali Commission on Economical Growth.  
 
 
 
 

TRAORE François 
President  

Association of African Cotton Producers 
Boureima François Traoré is the 
first President of the National 
Union of Cotton producers of 
Burkina Faso. He holds a PhD from 
the Faculty of Agronomical 
Sciences of Gembloux (Belgium) 

and he is Knight of the Order of Merit of Rural 
Development of Burkina Faso. He is one of the 
peasant leaders that worked together with the 
cotton society and the State to create Groups of 
cotton producers in 1998. He is one of the 
founding fathers of the organisations of cotton 
producers. He was President of the 
Confédération Paysanne of Faso from 2002 to 
2006. In 2001, he was the first peasant leader to 
denounce the illegal grants the American State 
gives to his cotton producers. With his peers, 
leaders of cotton producers’ organisations from 
west and central Africa, he created the 
Association of African Cotton Producers in 2004. 
He is currently the President of the association. 

VIDAL QUADRAS Alejo  
Vice-President  

European parliament 
Holding a PhD in Physical 
sciences and Professor in 
Atomic and Nuclear Physics, 
Alejo Vidal Quadras spent the 
first part of his career in the 
field of research, specialized in 

Physics of the radiations, Environmental 
radioactivity and radioprotection. After that, he 
became a Senator of the Parliament of Cataluña 
and President of the Committee Education and 
Culture of the Senate. As the President of the 
Popular party of Cataluña, he was a candidate 
for the presidency of the Generalitat of Cataluña. 
He has been a European Deputy since 1999, and 
an active member of the Committee Industry, 
research and energy. He became in 2008 Officer 
of the French Honour Legion because of his 
work on energy field, and was nominated 
European Deputy of the year by the Parliament 
Magazine. He is Vice-President of the European 
Parliament.  


